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Préparation of extracts
For each part of plant, the méthylène chloride extract was prepared by macerating 5 g of powdered dry plant material in stoppered flasks containing 50 ml of méthylène chloride for 3 days. After extraction, the same plant material was dried and used again for thé préparation of the methanolic extract, using 50 ml of méthanol in a stoppered flask for 3 days. After filtration, the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure. Leishmania promastigofe were cultivated at 289C. in SchneiderDrosofila médium (Sigma S9895) supplemented with heat inactivated [56^C. for 30 min) fetal calf sérum (10%). Plant extracts passed through 0.22 pm Millipore filters, were previously dissolved in sali¬ ne or DMSO (with a final concentration not exceeding 0.1%) and then dissolved in the culture médium. Parasites in logarithm growth phase were dispatched in 96 flat bottom well plates at a concent ation of 106/ml. Each well contained increasing concentration of the exfract, from 1 0 pg/ml up to 1 00 pg/ml during 72 hours. The activity was determinated by evaluating the movements of the para¬ sites with an inverted microscope and compared to control wells (without extracf and with référence drugs). The movements were estimated as follow: 0 cross means that the parasite are in good conditions and the drug inactive; 1 cross, the drug is poorly active; 2 crosses, the drug is active; 3 crosses, no movement is detected, the drug is very active. Pentamidine (Aldrich chemical) and kefoconazole (Janssen Pharmaceutica) were used as référence drugs. Ail assays were carried out in triplicate (Moretti et a/.,1998).
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